XX. Malines: The Third Conversation

T Talifax's spirits were rising once more after the checks and
X JLhesitations of the summer. By the beginning of Septem-
ber 1923 he was positively exuberant* Readers of these pages
will have already remarked his tendency, when approaching
a crisis, to try to 'play the King'. On August 24th he wrote to
the Archbishop of Canterbury and, after remarking that *your
Grace will probably think that I am mad/ proposed that His
Majesty should be prompted to invite Cardinal Mercier to
stay with him at Windsor. The visit should be timed to coin-
cide with the Church Congress, and in passing, as it* were, his
Eminence should look in on that assemblage and deliver an
allocution on Reunion.1 Needless to say, this was too audacious
a conspiracy for the Archbishop, who politely but firmly de-
clined to be a party to entangling the King in the Conversations
or to producing a Cardinal in the Church Congress,

On the other side, Mercier was feeling the difficulties of the
situation. His ardent desire for Reunion was unabated; he
wanted the Conversations to go on; he agreed with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury that the all-important question of the
primacy must be faced. But he had no wish to be caught in a
theological batde between Gore and BatiffoL His role, as a
member of the Sacred College, was that of a peacemaker, not
of a controversialist. In September he wrote to Halifax sug-
gesting that the more debatable points should be relegated to a
preliminary conference which he would not attend. Halifax
passed on this proposal to the Archbishop, who agreed with
him in regarding die presence of Mercier as essential; and the
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